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Alison Longson: My name is Alison Longson and this is an interview or discussion with 
Marlene Wiens and Marjory Patterson on the 15th of January at 3:20 PM. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, this interview is being conducted over Zoom. 


Welcome and thank you for participating in the Christ Church Oral History Project. This 
interview is being recorded for the Christ Church Archives and will be made available to 
researchers. You'll be given a transcript of the recording and will have the opportunity to review 
it and reconsider any portions of the interview at that time. Is this all right with you? 


Marlene Wiens: Yes. 
Marjory Patterson: Yes, it is. 


Alison: We're meeting together to talk about the Called to Care committee which was at Christ 
Church. I came across this explanation of the Called to Care committee from one of our AGM 
reports and I think it sums it up pretty well. Then we'll go on to discuss our various activities. 


Called to Care has with limited funds managed to make a difference as a result 
of its many outreach activities. These activities include, among other things, 
areas such as peace and justice, education, food and shelter, protection of 
vulnerable, community development, spiritual development, and assistance to 
newcomers and refugees. 


First of all, if we could introduce ourselves and say when we joined so we know the time that we 
embarked on this work. When did you become involved, how and why? 
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Marjory: My name's Marjory Patterson. I joined Christ Church in September 1995 when I 
moved to Calgary from Toronto. It was probably in 1996 that I joined the outreach group or 
“Called to Care” as it was known. My interest was tweaked when Alison and Chris Longson, 
who were members of the group, gave a slideshow which wasn't to do with the outreach, but was 
to do with living in Beijing where they had been before moving to Calgary. 


I was immediately attracted to this couple with their welcoming energy and their vision. I believe 
that it was at their request that I joined an already well-established group of like-minded people 
who I felt were committed to making a difference to help others and were willing to take action. I 
was active in the Called to Care group until I left Calgary. 


Alison: Thank you. Marlene? 


Marlene: | think my husband, Bob, and I joined Called to Care in 1999. That would be about 
when we had just returned from living outside of Canada: one year in Houston and three years in 
Colombia. We were seeking meaningful involvement in Christ Church. We had gone to Christ 
Church for maybe a year or so before we left on these international travels. We also came to 
Called to Care at the invitation of Chris and Alison and we were attracted to it because of its 
outreach mission and the fact they were exploring issues of social justice. Basically, we were 
interested in participating. 


Alison: That's great. I joined Called to Care in '96. We had just moved to Calgary from Beijing. 
Christ Church was our local church, but I was drawn to Called to Care because I really wanted to 
get involved with outreach and to have the opportunity to put my faith into action. I stayed with 
them until 2006 when I left. That was the timescale we're talking about. I think it's pretty similar 
for all of us. 


We did so many things, but I just wanted to ask you, what of our projects and activities stand out 
for you? Marlene, do you want to start first? 


Marlene: El Salvador, Habitat for Humanity was a very important experience in my life. Even 
though I had been working internationally in Colombia, I found this a very meaningful 
experience. That was about 2001. Is that correct? 


Alison: The first group that we took down was in 2001. If you would like to explain how that 
worked? 


Marlene: Yes. Previous to going down, the people interested in going, read up on El Salvador 
liberation theology, and that sort of thing. We were led in this book study by Anna Greenwood. 
That was a very important preparation. It made the visits more meaningful, including the visit to 
the church where Bishop Oscar Romero was killed. 


The other impactful experience for me was working with other people from different cultures, 
both in building the houses and also when we were at the San Andres Episcopal Church parish. 
For instance, painting with the children and the youth was a lot of fun. 
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Before we went on the build, we were staying at this huge guesthouse, which also housed a huge 
contingent from Ireland. We found out about their project. They went all over every year doing 
this Habitat build and they would bring in people who were from the Protestant and the Catholic 
divide, so to speak. Here, they were doing a reconciliation project as part of a development 
project. We learned something about the Irish conflict by talking to these folks. 


Alison: I like the phrase, "the theology of the hammer," because not only did they have the Irish 
international team with the Protestant and Catholic, which for them was a huge thing, we also 
had the El Salvadorians who were building from both sides of their divide after the civil war. It 
was explained to me that you're up a ladder dabbling around in concrete and nobody knows 
anything about your background, you're just all working together. That was the first of three 
visits that we made to El Salvador. 


We had a partnership with the Episcopal Church there in San Salvador, as Marlene said. One of 
the things that came out of that was that the parish of Christ Church, led by Georgina Thomas, 
came up with a scholarship for two students of the San Andreas church school. This enabled two 
of them to go on to secondary education and we saw them right through secondary education. 
That was El Salvador. Marjory, what comes up for you? 


Marjory: Well, what comes up for me was Inn from the Cold, but I think we're going to talk 
about that at a separate time. 


Alison: Yes. Inn from the Cold was a huge thing for everybody and we're going to discuss that 
separately with another recording. 


Marjory: One of the projects or areas that I took a responsibility for was Christ Church's 
participation in Feed the Hungry. I think this program is still ongoing in Calgary, but in my time, 
it was organized by the Roman Catholic diocese and they offered and probably still offer, weekly 
Sunday dinners at St. Mary's Parish Home. This was a four-course sit-down dinner for anyone 
who wanted to come. 


The responsibility for someone who was sponsoring this, as Christ Church did twice a year, was 
to raise funds. I think it was $4,000 for each dinner. Also, more importantly, we were to provide 
100 volunteers to help on the day itself with all sorts of jobs, including cooking the meal, setting 
up the hall, serving the dinners, and cleaning up. 


The good thing was that it was an opportunity for all members of the congregation, no matter 
what the age really, to come in and interact with the folk who were there having the dinner. We 
never had trouble finding 100 volunteers for this project. Families were really keen to come and 
help on those days. It was giving service, but really an education and understanding a little more 
about the challenges that so many in our community were facing. 


Alison: There are a lot of parallels there with Inn from the Cold. Welcoming the Stranger, do you 
want to tell us about the refugees, Marlene? 
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Marlene: Sure. Back in about 2000, our church, was invited to work with a refugee family from 
Albania. Their names were Besnik and Amy Shehu. We did this at the request of the Calgary 
Catholic Immigration Society. Our job was to help them to acculturate to Calgary and to Canada. 


We started in about 1999. I would say both of these individuals had PTSD because their home 
was very close to a munitions dump and there was an awful lot of activity around their house. I 
remember them telling me that they would sleep in the doghouse at night because they didn't feel 
safe in the beds in their house. 


They had a huge family house that housed all of their three children with their own families. The 
culture of the area was that the families would stay together. Their daughter stayed where she 
was, but the two sons with their wives and children fled to a refugee camp in Hungary, I believe. 


[phone ringing] 


Marlene: Bob and I visited Besnik and Amy in their various homes quite frequently, helping 
them feel at home. We helped them with outfitting their apartment. We weren't the only ones. 
There were others as well, like Elizabeth Brain and Chris and Alison Longson. We helped with 
outfitting their apartment, took them to major events and places. Bob and I seemed to be their 
surrogate children until two of their own children came and their families arrived. When the two 
sons and their families arrived, we established relationships with them that are ongoing today. It 
has been a great pleasure to us. Today our contact is not so frequent, but the relationship is really 
truly honoured and cherished. I have to say that both families have done really very well. 


[phone ringing] 
Marjory: Shall we talk about Tsuu T'ina and how that came up? 
[phone ringing] 


Alison: All right. We were all involved with Tsuu T’ina, the First Nations Reserve that's right 
next door in Calgary. What started that, I think, was the residential schools’ settlement agreement 
that was made with the churches in 2007, where the churches were found liable for the terrible 
consequences of the residential schools. 


When the agreement was made public, it created a huge amount of consternation. People at 
Christ Church, even, were thinking they were going to lose their building because the Anglican 
church and other denominations were liable, quite rightly, in my opinion. We wondered what we 
could do about this. 


I remember a Called to Care meeting where we had quite a discussion and we thought the best 
thing that we could do would be to try and worship with them. I remember it fell on me to phone 
them and I was very nervous. It later turned out that they were very nervous about welcoming us. 
Marjory, what are your memories? 
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Marjory: My memory is I think maybe we started a little earlier before that actual date, because 
already churches had begun to acknowledge that there was culpability. 


We had a desire to know how we could walk with these folk or understand where they were 
coming from a little bit as Alison said, so worshipping seemed to be one way of doing it. I'm not 
sure how very successful that was, but it certainly was an attempt. I remember that the small 
choir, Dayspring, went down to Tsuu T'ina several times and took part in their worship on a 
Sunday by providing some music and our organist playing the organ. 


Worshiping together there actually felt more meaningful for me, but it was a challenge. One of 
the things people participated in was the Good Friday walk for the Stations of the Cross, and I 
think that Marlene can talk about this. 


Several years in a row, we walked with them through the Stations of the Cross 
Alison: It started at the Catholic Church. 


Marjory: That's right. — and remembering of the ancestors. I remember being very cold 
[laughs], but it was such a common link to do something together and it felt very good. Marlene, 
sorry, do you want to add anything? 


Marlene: I don't know exactly what you said, but I do have a few things written down here. That 
experience with Tsuu T'ina was really a very important event for me. It left a long-lasting 
impression. Actually, it left its footprint. I have to say, despite growing up in Winnipeg and being 
surrounded by Indigenous people, I knew nothing about their history, their culture, their way of 
knowing and thinking and everything else. This was my first real exposure to Indigenous culture, 
knowledge and their way of thinking. 


This started my process, which is currently ongoing, of learning about Indigenous history, and 
their significant contribution to the settlement of Canada and our early economy. After doing this 
reading this summer, I have come to the conclusion that we, as Canadian settler society, have 
really acted unjustly towards this group of people, and that we have neglected this part of our 
history. I, for one, didn't take anything about Indigenous history, or their contributions to the 
history of Canada, when I was going through school. I do believe that Indigenous people have an 
awful lot to teach us, so I do hope to keep on learning, in this regard. 


Also, the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday had a considerable impact on me. I think this 
whole culture of remembering is something that's really valuable, and personally speaking, I 
don't do enough of it. It's a very good tradition. I just recently had a phone call with a friend of 
mine who is originally from Ireland. She says that in her family, they do something like that on 
Remembrance Day. They get the whole family together and they remember all those who went 
on before us. It helps us to remember who we are, and where we came from. That's so important 
to not only us in our way of being, but is also important heritage to our children. 
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Alison: I just want to add about Tsuu T'ina that they had a wonderful priest, Mervyn Wolfleg and 
his wife, June. I think we did form a nice relationship with them. Mervyn went to the Vancouver 
School of Theology and Elizabeth Brain and I helped take the services there. We wanted to do it 
with them, not take services for them. Mervyn also visited us at Christ Church. 


Elizabeth and I got to know one of the parishioners, Victoria Crowchild, very well, who was very 
affected by being at residential schools. It made me realize what a long, long journey this is, 
because Elizabeth and I did form a very good relationship with her but when we saw her at the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission later, we felt we had to start again building up that 
relationship. We hadn't seen her for a while, and we needed to get past this concept, “You're tall 
white women, and I've got a thing about tall white women.” It is a long, long journey. 


We felt it part of our mission to have an education component. After the residential school 
settlement when everybody was very concerned, we had a series of speakers about that. People 
had concerns and learned a bit more. I think there was quite an ignorance, as Marlene said, about 
residential schools. I remember we did actually watch a few videos that the Anglican Church had 
made with survivors, and it was quite shocking for people. That was one of the things. Can you, 
Marlene, think of any other educational sessions? 


Marlene: Well, I remember having a day seminar, regarding homelessness in Calgary. We had 
some really good speakers. That again, laid out the issue of homelessness quite well. It was really 
very good for building awareness regarding this issue here in Calgary. One of our speakers came 
from the Calgary Homeless Foundation. 


Alison: I think we also had speakers from the Drop-In Center. 


Marlene: Yes. I remember going to visit CUPS, but I do remember there was some speaker, 
from the Calgary Homeless Foundation at some point. I remember going to another session later, 
where they laid out the plan for addressing homelessness in Calgary. It was an issue that was 
brought to awareness at that time in Christ Church. 


Alison: Marjory, anything else that comes to mind? 


Marjory: I had been involved in HIV/AIDS education in Toronto. I don't know if it was my first 
year, but it was probably my second or third year. I thought, nothing is happening here at Christ 
Church regarding HIV/AIDS and we need to raise awareness. On World AIDS Day, I remember 
handing out ribbons and asking people to wear them at the eleven o'clock service on a Sunday. I 
felt there was quite a lot of resistance. Again, we just wanted people to understand that this was 
an issue affecting so many people, not just internationally, or specifically in Africa, but in our 
own country and community. 


At one point, we had an education session on homosexuality and we had someone come and 
speak to us. We asked any other parishioners who would like to come to come and talk about 
their experience and what it was like: do they feel welcome in the church or how could we be 
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more welcoming? I was trying to learn more myself but I was also trying to have the parish 
acknowledge the issues that I felt that were right there in front of us. 


Alison: Well, it's interesting you brought up AIDS, because I had a little note about that, too. 


The Primates World Relief and Development Fund at that time launched its HIV/AIDS initiative. 
We had an AIDS service and I think at Called to Care, we voted to support a hospice in Uganda. 
We also took part in a big AIDS conference called Glimmers of Hope. The Primates World Relief 
and Development Fund [PWRDF] was supported by Called to Care and that was very active. We 
had Andrew Ignatieff who was the head of the fund at the time come and we organized a whole 
weekend for the diocese. We hosted youth from all over the diocese and had a gathering of all 
interested people to find out about the work of the fund. 


Kathy Chapman ran an “Off-the-Grid” PWRDF weekend program with the youth of the church. 


There was a whole lot more, but I think we've covered the things that were really significant for 
us, unless there's something else you want to add? 


Marjory: This is a question really. Was the initiative to make the church a little more 

“green” [making air quotes] from Called to Care, where we got rid of the styrofoam cups for 
coffee hour, and Mary Pike was involved. We bought mugs from IKEA. We had a rota of those 
who would do the washing up after the coffee hour. That was important. Then I tried to take that 
into another organization I was involved in, Scottish dancing, and I had a lot of resistance about 
“bring your own cup”, and yet in so many places, it was happening, but it still was something 
that we needed to be pushing. 


Alison: Yes. I remember buying a whole lot of garbage bins and writing on them, “recycling” 
and that didn't last very long, I don't think. That was a Called to Care initiative I'm sure, brought 
to us by Mary Pike. 


We've moved on from that era, which was very rich for me. What do you think was the lasting 
influence or the influence that we might have had going forward, and which of those things 
might still be happening and in what way? Marjory? 


[laughter] 


Marjory: For me, it was the personal growth that I experienced and I would think that all of 
those who participated in any number of the projects that we had would have experienced that 
too: how to put their faith into action and to make things happen. I think we laid down a 
foundation of, “this is how we could participate looking outward, being Called to Care.” 


I think that Marlene has good words about [chuckles] things about building capacity, but I think I 
should let you say those, Marlene, because I think that you could express it better. 
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Marlene: Well, I think what you're referring to, Marjory, is the fact that when a group of people 
come together and work together on common goals, common needs, there are all kinds of 
benefits. One would be the strong relationships that we developed amongst ourselves. Then, the 
other is, when you get involved in these kinds of events, yes, you're taking action to help the 
community, but you end up getting changed yourself. You referred to that, Marjory. It has an 
impact on your life. 


I think a lot of the initiatives that we took on at that time were initiatives that were just starting to 
come to the forefront. When we talk about homelessness, and homosexuality, for instance, and 
having a relationship with Indigenous people that live close by us, who was thinking of that? I 
don't know. There's still lots and lots of work to be done in all of these areas. 


I would say, personally speaking, I really cherished that time. It has an impact on my life. I 
would say that I don't necessarily have that in the church that I'm going to at the moment, but 
that's not just a criticism. It's all just to point out that we all are on a life journey and we're all at 
different spots, but nevertheless, we're trying to develop something where we are in regards to 
creation. 


In summary, I would say that the Called to Care committee planted seeds. Let's use the metaphor 
of a tree. These seeds that grow and develop in your current involvements and also into new 
initiatives, which would be fruits. I talked about the relationships and the friendships that I 
continue to value and treasure. I've talked about intense, personal involvement that leads to 
changed lives, of those we serve and ours as well, for instance, with long-lasting friendships with 
the refugee family; We are included in the lives of others, that otherwise we would never have 
been included in. This is very enriching to our own lives. 


We learned to share, we learned to be open to other ways of thinking or other world views. This 
is hugely important and it leads to joy and the satisfaction of time well-spent and a life well- 
lived. I think we all feel really satisfied and happy with our involvement in Called to Care. 


Alison: Well said. Thank you both. This was a very great thing to look back on and reflect on 
and continue with. Thank you both. 


Marjory: I just want to say that it's so nice to see you both, even though it is via a Zoom call. 
Now that I live far away the strong ties of working together connect us and make me feel very 
grateful. Thank you. 


Alison: Thank you. On that note, I will stop recording. 
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